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Context (1)
Specto Natura:
• Operates at the interface between users and 

service providers.
• Engaged with the main types of stakeholder in 

the UK.
• Involvement in national activities and GMES 

R&D projects.
• Represented UK at EIONET / GMES User 

Forum.
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Context
On going projects gathering 

user information:

• MS-MONINA – Development of 
multi-scale habitat mapping 
products and services.

• GRAAL – Linking supply and 
demand for GMES products and 
services at the local and regional 
levels.
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UK organisational structure
Department for Environment, 

Farming and Rural Affairs

Joint Nature 
Conservation 
Committee

Natural 
England

Other 
country 

agencies

Cambs and Peterb’
Environmental 

Records Centre 

Other 
local 

centres

GMES Land 
Network Grp.
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Complexity of user engagement
• UK has a complex structure of user 

organisations.
• Difficult or impossible to work with a single 

point of contact.
• Contact points are often policy people 

rather than practitioners.
• Variable levels of skills and experience.
• Difficult to get definitive answers and 

feedback.



Geoland Forum 7 – Warsaw – September 2011
Expectations on Continental Land Services

Review of GMES products and services

• EO data

• HR products (continental component)

• VHR products (local component)
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EO Data (1)
• The UK has a rich heritage in developing 

and operationalising EO-based 
applications. 

Land Cover Map 2007
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EO Data (2)
• A strong requirement for 

access to EO data.
• Raw and pre-processed.
• Consistent pre-processing 

important.
• Vital that the quality is 

consistent over time and 
aligned to UK reference data.

• Reduced level of pre-
processing at the user side 
when often more GIS-oriented.
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High Resolution Layers (1)
• Interest from UK users.
• Until recently only the soil sealing has 

been available for the UK.
• Seen as a support data set for more 

thematically detailed analysis.
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High Resolution Layers (2)
• Regular updates which exceed existing 

monitoring frequencies
• Links to European reporting
• Sustainability into the long term
• Requirement to re-assess monitoring 

approaches
– MS performs 6 yearly monitoring
– GMES provides less thematic detail, but at 

3 yearly intervals
– Possibly use same input data and inter-

calibrate  



Geoland Forum 7 – Warsaw – September 2011
Expectations on Continental Land Services

Local component (1)
• UK has an established local monitoring 

activity, Countryside Survey .

A study of the rural 
environment across the UK

… a major audit … to provide 
information about the habitats 
and landscape features that 
are important elements of our 
countryside.

Undertaken in 1978, 1984, 
1990, 2000, 2007 & ????
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Local component (2)
• What can the Local component bring to 

existing initiatives.
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Local component (3)
• What can the Local component bring to 

existing initiatives.
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Local component (4)
• Data again important
• Can MS requirements for existing 

monitoring and protect sites be addressed?
• Condition rather than extent

Geoland 2
SATChMo
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Needs of the UK
• There is a clear need for good 

demonstration examples within the UK.
• Also a need for clear routes of engagement 

with the operational coordination.
• Options for a continued influence on the 

process.
• Operational products available for the UK.
• Quality must match national and sub 

national requirements.
• Guarantee of sustainability into the long 

term for data and products.
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Summary for the UK
• Support to some degree for all aspects of 

the GIO.
• Potential could be huge given the current 

needs for efficient and effective 
environment monitoring in a European 
context.

• UK needs to see more demonstrators and 
be able to engage with the process for the 
mutual benefit of all.


